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Advocacy and Public Policy
The Indiana Health Industry Forum provides guidance
and leadership on public policy issues that contribute to
innovation in the health science sector, deliver therapies
to patients in need, and further the development and
growth of our member companies. IHIF works at the
federal and state level and partners with several other
organizations and groups to support specific initiatives
and legislation. For a full list of policy issues that IHIF
follows, please visit our website at:
https://ihif.org/advocacy/
Each year IHIF participates in at least two Fly-In
programs in Washington, D.C. These visits provide
excellent opportunities to meet with legislators and their
staff members, share our views on current legislation,
discuss the value of the industry to Indiana’s economy,
and point out the impact of legislation on our members.
IHIF shares industry lists by district and provides copies
of BioFutures to each Congressional office.
BIO
April 17-18, 2018

PhRMA/Hoosiers Work for Health
July 18-19, 2019

IHIF also annually hosts a State Legislative Breakfast
Briefing. This event is intended to convene state
legislators with an interest in the health sciences and
inform them on the issues affecting the industry in
Indiana. The program covers workforce,
entrepreneurship, public health, and related topics. In
2018, the briefing was included in the January Life
Sciences Lunch program, co-hosted with Barnes &
Thornburg. IHIF partners with PhRMA and helps to host
their Midwest Working Group for a meeting around the
briefing.
Legislators of the Year – Every year IHIF recognizes
deserving state and federal legislators for their
commitment to public health policy and service to
Indiana’s health science business community.
2018
Rep. Trey Hollingsworth (IN-9)

Signature Events
In addition to the Annual Legislative Program, IHIF holds
two other Signature Events – the Annual Meeting and
participation in the BIO International Convention.
2018 Annual Member Meeting – August
IHIF Member Appreciation Night was held at Victory
Field, home of the Indianapolis Indians AAA baseball

team. Members enjoyed networking in the First Base
Terrace Suite. Special thanks to our event sponsors:
VWR, CAI, Hoosiers Work for Health, and RJE Business
Interiors
BIO 2018 – Boston - June
The BIO International Convention (BIO) attracts +16,000
biotechnology and pharma leaders who come together
for one week of intensive networking to discover new
opportunities and promising partnerships. The
convention brings together a wide spectrum of life
science and application areas including drug discovery,
bio-manufacturing, genomics, biofuels, nanotechnology
and cell therapy. It truly is the world’s largest gathering
of the biotechnology sector. Through our affiliation with
BIO, IHIF is able to offer our members discounts on
advance registrations and help coordinate meetings at
the show with prospective business partners.

Partnerships
Life Sciences Luncheons
The Indiana Health Industry Forum and Barnes &
Thornburg LLP partner to present a monthly seminar
series on critical issues in the life sciences. Each month,
at lunch, a policymaker or a panel in the field of life
science will be available to answer questions concerning
the major challenges and opportunities in the industry.
This program is the sector’s longest running networking
and informational program! Video recordings of recent
programs are available on the IHIF website.
Scottish Lifesciences Association
In 2018, IHIF continued and deepened our partnership
with the Scottish Lifesciences Association (SLA). In
May, IHIF hosted a delegation of company
representatives from four Scottish life science and med
tech businesses. The group visited with several Indiana
institutions and had a number of individual company
meetings. Another delegation visit is being organized for
the spring of 2019.
In October, IHIF President Kristin Jones and Board
Member, Dale Buuck, attended the SLA Members’
Meeting in Edinburgh, meeting with several companies
interested in exploring the US market. Kristin provided a
“USA Update”. To learn more about the IHIF-SLA
Partnership and/or the Scottish companies we’re
working with, please visit the IHIF website.
Indianapolis Business Journal
IHIF and the IBJ partner each year on the production of
BioFutures – the official magazine of Indiana’s
bioscience business community. BioFutures highlights

major events milestones, and companies along with
insights from community thought leaders. IHIF also
supports the annual IBJ Life Sciences Power
Breakfast.
The Catherine Peachey Fund
Each year, IHIF selects a patient advocacy group as a
partner to highlight how their efforts and our members
are working together to help find new cures and
therapies. In 2018 IHIF supported the Peachey Fund for
breast cancer research (now part of the Heroes’
Foundation) and participated in their main fundraiser –
Wine Tasting With Peachey. This organization promotes
advances in breast cancer research and treatment by
providing financial support to research and programs
that are well positioned to move from the bench to the
clinic.
AdvaMed – the MedTech Conference
IHIF is a supporting partner of AdvaMed and helps to
provide grassroots support to the association on state
and federal policy matters. This year, IHIF attended the
State Medtech Associations Briefing at the Med Tech
Conference in Philadelphia, PA in late September.
Health IT Week
As a not-for-profit partner with the Healthcare
Information and Management Systems Society (HIMSS),
IHIF celebrates Health IT Week (October 2018). This
year IHIF participated in a social media campaign to
raise awareness of the transformation of health through
the application of information and technology.
Young Start-Up Ventures
Throughout the year, IHIF serves as a marketing partner
for a series of coastal investor conferences in exchange
for discounted member registration fees. In 2018, IHIF
supported both the New York and New England Venture
Summits.
Indiana Small Business Development Centers
To better support early stage life science companies,
IHIF has partnered with the Indiana Small Business
Development Center network to provide industry specific
support and better connect our members with the basic
business tools, resources, and guidance available
through the ISBDC Network and to serve as a resource
partner for bioscience companies that contact the
Network for assistance.

Ivy Tech BETA Skills Grant
IHIF is an advisor to Ivy Tech Bloomington on a national
NSF grant to develop workforce skills and certifications
for workers in the regenerative medicine and tissue
engineering fields.
Bio-Ohio Regional Partner
IHIF and the Kentucky Life Sciences Council were
promotional partners in and attended the,
“Neuroscience Discovery and Alternatives to
Opioids” conference in November 2018.

News
Council of State Bioscience Associations (CSBA)
In late 2017, IHIF President and CEO, Kristin Jones,
took over the leadership of the Council of State
Bioscience Associations (CSBA) – the association of all
of BIO’s state partner organizations across the nation.
In addition to building and strengthening ties between
members and with BIO, Kristin also works with the
CSBA Board and BIO staff and participated in national
and regional meetings in Philadelphia, Des Moines, Iowa
and Austin, Texas.
BIO Business Solutions
IHIF is a state affiliate of BIO and participates in the BIO
Business Solutions Purchasing and Discount Program.
In 2018 the program added a relationship with
Scientist.com which gives IHIF members access to an
online marketplace for outsourced scientific research
services. To learn more about programs available to
IHIF members, please visit the IHIF website under the
“Membership” tab.
Boards
IHIF is represented on the following boards:
 Council of State Bioscience Associations
(CSBA) - Chair, Midwest Region and National
Chair (2017-2019)
 Bloomington Life Sciences Partnership (BLSP)
Advisory Board
 IN Small Bus. Dev. Centers (SBDC) Advisory
Board
 Indiana District Export Council (DEC)
 Advisory Board – Global Indy Council
Financials
Income
Expenses
Balance

2018
$216,945
$177,731
$ 39,214

Partners
IHIF would like to thank the following companies and organizations for their support, partnership and friendship.

IHIF Board of Directors (2018)
Eric Marr (Chair), Diversity Accords
Tom Barnett, Roche Diagnostics
Vanessa Barth, Ph.D., Eli Lilly and
Co./IBRI
Dale Buuck, Buuck Consulting
Diana Caldwell, Entrepreneur
Angela Castille, Faegre Baker Daniels
Andrew Cothrel, Blue Marble Medical
Melanie DeFord, University of Notre
Dame
Mark S. Deuser, Techshot, Inc.
Paul Griffin, Purdue University,
Regenstrief Center for Healthcare
Engineering
Josh Griswold, Chubb Insurance

Roger Harvey, Bose Public Affairs
Group/Hoosiers Work for Health
Patrick McMahon, VWR
Robert J. Myers, Fort Wayne Metals
Deborah Pollack-Milgate, Barnes &
Thornburg LLP
Steven Pratt, Deloitte
Joerg Schreiber, Ph.D. (Past Chair),
AgenDx
Sue Smith, Ivy Tech Community
College
Matthew S. Waninger, Ph.D., MED
Institute
Justin Renfrow, MED Institute

Mervin C. Yoder, Ph.D., Indiana
University School of Medicine
Raul Zavaleta (Treasurer), Cogent
Professionals
Board Members Emeritus
Pete Kissinger, Ph.D., Phlebotics, Inc.
Dan Peterson (Past Chair -Board
Member Emeritus), Cook Group, Inc

